
Rio Grande City
- Est. 1848 -

Walking Tour

Early History of Rio Grande City

     Rio Grande City lies along the Rio 

Grande River near the border of Texas and 
Mexico. It is part of Los Caminos del Rio or 
roads of the river - a heritage corridor rich 
in natural and cultural legacies. 
     It was founded by Henry Clay Davis in 
1848 and patterned after Austin’s layout 
with a main road leading to the court-
house. Rio Grande City became an 
important part of river commerce. Despite 
the town’s isolation and inadequate 
roadways, the Rio Grande River provided 
the growing community an active passenger 
and cargo ship trade with New Orleans and 
flourished as a cattle center. 
     The walking tour encompasses ten sites and 
lets you go at the pleasure of your own pace. 
Explore the history of homes and commercial 
properties located in Rio Grande City’s 
Downtown Historic District recognized by the 
National Park Service in 2005. 
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  1. Kelsey Bass Home
        100 S. Washington St.
  2. Lopez-Tijerina Home & Courtyard
       406 E. Main St.
  3. Juan Garcia Peña Building
        512 E. Main St.
  4. Block Home
        602 E. Main St.
  5. La Borde House
        601 E. Main St.
  6. Villarreal-Scott Home
        101 N. Avasolo St.
  7. Reynaga-Headley-Edgerton Home
       703 E. 2nd St.
  8. Silverio de la Peña Building
        419 E. Main St.
  9. James J. Stuart Building 
        411 E. Main St.
10. Soliz Lacaze Home
        403 E. Main St.

Use your mobile device 
to scan the QR Code for 
a digital map.


